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Rumi Forum was founded in 1999 to foster interfaith
dialogue and intercultural understanding. 

The Forum is affiliated with the Hizmet Movement, a  
transnational civil society network that focuses on
preventing conflict through dialogue, overcoming
ignorance through education, and eradicating poverty
through empowerment.

Mission

About

Rumi Forum`s mission is to build relationships, offer
learning opportunities, and mobilize leaders to
advance intergroup understanding, strengthen social
trust, and eliminate polarization.

Vision
An inclusive, cohesive, and harmonious society where
differences are celebrated and human potential
prospers.
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40 Events

1920 Participants

35 Partnerships
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OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS
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INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT
Community Events are where we unite efforts with a
wide array of stakeholders. Together with our partners,
we collaborate on occasions like iftars, concerts, and
unity walks, which are opportunities for people from all
walks of life to meet their neighbors in an interfaith
context.

Community Events

Religious Literacy gatherings provide a space for
members of different religious communities to learn
about each other's faiths and strengthen their sense of
cohesion through cordial conversations.

Religious Literacy

Scriptural Reasoning (SR) is a practice in which
Christians, Jews, and Muslims study each other’s sacred
texts. SR participants meet once a month to read short
passages from their respective scriptures on a certain
topic. Moderated by a study leader, each session is an
opportunity to listen and share various perspectives. SR
sessions thereby help participants reflect on a curious list
of topics within the Abrahamic tradition.

Scriptural Reasoning
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ramadan 2024 was an extraordinary time for Rumi
Forum and its community partners. We were busy with
various Iftar gatherings we hosted or co-hosted in the
DMV area. This unique period was the moment to
reconnect with our friends and allies, sharing the joy of
Iftar while engaging in fruitful conversations regarding
future endeavors. Ramadan also allowed us to continue
our monthly Scriptural Reasoning series in person,
followed by an Iftar.

We are grateful to all our partners and guests for their
support in making the holy month an opportunity to
reconnect and reinforce our commitments to the
interfaith endeavor.

Ramadan Iftar Series
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RAMADAN IFTAR SERIES

Washington, DC 
Reunion Iftar

Baptist Joint
Committee

(BJC) Iftar

Virginia
Community
Iftar
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Maryland
Community
Iftar

International
Religious

Freedom (IRF)
Summit and

National Museum
of American

Religion (NMAR)
Iftar 

Interfaith Encounters
Association (IEA) Iftar
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RAMADAN IFTAR SERIES
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Jerusalem
Youth Chorus
(JYC) Iftar

Interreligious
Communities

Project (ICP) Iftar
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RAMADAN IFTAR SERIES
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Scriptural Reasoning-Virginia Theological Seminary

“Riots and Rebellion” Discussion and Iftar
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RAMADAN IFTAR SERIES
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2023 ANNUAL GALA AND
DIALOGUE AWARDS CEREMONY
A traditional component of Rumi Forum’s endeavor is
recognizing the lifetime dedication of inspirational
public figures who have championed its cause. The
Rumi Forum Dialogue Award honors successful
practitioners with outstanding track records in interfaith
engagement, community service, human rights, and
education.
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2023 ANNUAL GALA AND
DIALOGUE AWARDS CEREMONY

2023 Rumi Forum
Dialogue Award Honoree

Micah Hendler

Musical Changemaker
Founder and Artistic Director
Jerusalem Youth Chorus

Award Presented By

Aziz Abu Sarah

Cultural Educator
Co-founder of MEJDI Tours



Annual Report

Rumi Forum 11

40TH ANNUAL INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Rumi Forum was honored to participate in the 40th
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service hosted by Burke
United Methodist Church.
  
The celebration was attended by a large audience
coming from various faith communities in Northern
Virginia. We thank our hosts, the partnering
congregations, and Sufi Melody for making this
landmark celebration a truly special one!

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Thanksgiving?src=hashtag_click
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QUARTERLY SOCIAL
Rumi Forum`s Quarterly Social is an opportunity to
meet individuals from various backgrounds and engage
in stimulating conversations. 

Each Quarterly Social features a different theme, about
which participants share thoughts in an open and
welcoming environment. The meetings are facilitated
conversations in which the participants themselves are
the speakers.
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NIGHT OF THE UNION
with Live Sufi Music and Rumi Poetry

Rumi Forum hosted a live Sufi music performance by
Sufi Melody and a keynote address by Sarah A. Snyder
on “Seeking Mental Health Through Rumi`s Poetry.”

Sheb-i Arus (Night of Union) marks the anniversary of
Rumi’s passing on December 17, 1273. On this night,
admirers of the great luminary worldwide engage in
various spiritual practices and learning activities to
honor his legacy. The word “arus,” meaning “wedding,”
symbolizes the union of the soul with the Divine upon
death.
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FILM SCREENING AND DISCUSSION

SEVAP/MITZVAH
PARTNER EVENT

Rumi Forum and the Jewish Islamic Dialogue Society
(JIDS) hosted a dialogue featuring the film screening of
“Sevap/Mitzvah” at Washington Hebrew Congregation. 

This short film is a moving dramatization of a Bosnian
Muslim woman who hid a Jewish family during the
Holocaust and then was rescued by Jews during the war
in Bosnia 52 years later. It is a story about the power of
true friendship, which is one thing organizations like JIDS
and the Rumi Forum have tried so hard to foster – true
friendships between Muslims and Jews.
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FILM SCREENING AND DISCUSSION
REUNITING AMERICA

PARTNER EVENT
Rumi Forum, George Mason University`s Carter School
for Peace and Conflict Resolution, Braver Angels,
International Center for Religion&Diplomacy, and
Focolare Forum brought together an evening of rich
discussion on bridging the divide in the face of the
growing partisan hatred that threatens our nation. 

It was great to see people coming together who are
heartsick about the rancor tearing our country apart and
who think that our opponents should not be our
enemies and that America’s best days can lie ahead.
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INTERRELIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES
PROJECT (ICP)

The Interreligious Communities Project (ICP) is
designed to engage religious diversity within a safe and
tested format and to widen participation in interreligious
activity in Northern Virginia. 

Participants were invited to listen, learn, and connect
through these visits to spaces where people pray,
worship, engage in religious practices, and celebrate
life's events. Each visit contained specific elements: an
architectural/religious tour of the space, an introduction
to the religion, a communal history, sharing from
members, a dialogue or a shared activity, and a delicious
meal! 

Each visit was more than a ‘tour’ or ‘open house’; it was
an experience. The ICP is designed to deepen people's
understanding of one another, build trust, generate
goodwill, and foster a greater sense of community.

RELIGIOUS LITERACY
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INTERRELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES PROJECT
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PARTNER EVENT
IRF SUMMIT 2024

Rumi Forum was a Convening Partner and Steering
Committee Member of the IRF Summit 2024, which
brought together a broad coalition that passionately
supports religious freedom around the globe for a two-
day in-person event in Washington, DC, on January 30
and 31, 2024.

The IRF Summit brought attention to the plight of
religious adherents who are persecuted, individually
and collectively. It grew the grassroots and global
movement for religious freedom. Breakout sessions
hosted by the convening partners explored important
IRF topics.

Rumi Forum`s research center, Center for Faith,
Identity, and Globalization`s booth presented its
monthly publication to an interested group of audience.
.
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PARTNER EVENT
IFC’S UNITY WALK 2023

Rumi Forum partnered
with IFC for its Unity
Walk 2023, an annual
public demonstration of
love and support for all
who live in our region.

The annual walk began at
Washington Hebrew
Congregation and ended
at the Islamic Center of
Washington, DC.

Participants of all ages walked to visit different houses of
worship in upper NW DC to learn about and experience
diverse faith traditions. They also had additional
opportunities to engage with fellow walkers through
moderated speed dialogues and various family activities.
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Rumi Forum was a partner of the Journalists and
Writers Foundation`s (JWF) SDGs Conference 2023,
which was held in the margins of the 78th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 

The conference convened 36 Global Partners from 24
countries with participating world leaders, diplomats,
civil society members, journalists, and academics to
discuss contemporary impediments to the timely and
effective implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Rumi Forum 20

JWF SDG CONFERENCE
PARTNER EVENT
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL STORY
IFLC

Rumi Forum partnered with the  IFLC (International
Festival of Language and Cultures) for a musical event,
“The Most Beautiful Story,” in Washington, DC. 

More than 70 participants from 15+ countries, such as
France, Germany, Romania, and Tunisia, joined to
contribute to world peace and dialogue by gathering
young people from all around the world, regardless of
their race, religion, or language, to share music and
dance performances, promote cultural understanding
and foster lasting friendships and connections. 

PARTNER EVENT
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in collaboration with 
Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS)

Monthly Study Session Topics

AUGUST 2023: NON-VIOLENT RESPONSES TO HATRED 

SEPTEMBER 2023: PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS

OCTOBER 2023: PEACEMAKING

NOVEMBER 2023: PILGRIMAGE

DECEMBER 2023: RECONCILIATION 

JANUARY 2024: REFUGEES 

FEBRUARY 2024: REVELATION

MARCH 2024: RIOTS AND REBELLION

APRIL 2024: SCRIPTURE

MAY 2024: SPIRITUAL MENTORING

SCRIPTURAL REASONING

https://rumiforum.org/events/category/scriptural-reasoning/list/?tribe_event_display=past
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SPEAKER SERIES
JIDS AND BRAVER ANGELS 
“FAITH AND POLARIZATION”

Rumi Forum was a partner in a panel discussion on
“Faith and Polarization,” which examined political
polarization through a different prism: faith. 

We were joined by the Jewish Islamic Dialogue
Society (JIDS), Braver Angels, and our host, Kol Ami
Reconstructionist Community.
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Rumi Forum, Interfaith Council of Metropolitan
Washington, and Washington Theological
Consortium presented the 5th Interfaith Leadership
Forum: “Harnessing Our Collective Strength Through
Interreligious Literacy” on February 29, 2024. 

The program featured keynote speaker Shaun Casey,
an interfaith panel, and an opportunity for small group
dialogues.

INTERFAITH LEADERSHIP FORUM5TH
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INTERFAITH LEADERSHIP FORUM5TH

About the Event

Social sectors like Chaplaincy, Healthcare, Education,
and Law Enforcement bring together people from
various religious and cultural backgrounds. 

Those who work in and interact with these sectors
benefit from the fruits of interreligious literacy, which
effectively empowers people to be true to their identities
and equips them to engage with diverse perspectives
productively.
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CENTER FOR FAITH, IDENTITY, &
GLOBALIZATION (CFIG)

The Center for Faith, Identity, and Globalization (CFIG)
is Rumi Forum`s interdisciplinary research and
publication unit. 

CFIG hosts scholarly exchanges, engages fellows, creates
publications, and generates media. CFIG contributes
academically-informed analysis that enriches public
discourse and advances actionable work at the
intersection of faith, identity, and globalization.

Research Areas:
Interfaith Engagement
Religious Nationalism
Conflict Resolution
Religious Freedom
Globalization
Spirituality

https://rumiforum.org/center-for-faith-identity-and-globalization/
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CENTER FOR FAITH, IDENTITY, & GLOBALIZATION
(CFIG)
MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS
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CENTER FOR FAITH, IDENTITY, & GLOBALIZATION
(CFIG)
MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS
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CENTER FOR FAITH, IDENTITY, & GLOBALIZATION
(CFIG)
MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS
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+1 (202) 429 1690

1050 Connecticut Ave N.W., Suite #500
Washington, D.C. 20036

rumiforum.org

info@rumiforum.org

CONTACT US


